Texas College Essay – The Writing Process
1. Highlight or circle the key words in the prompt. This will help you write a focused essay.

2. Create an outline using the key words.
Example for Essay A  
Describe a setting in which you have collaborated or interacted with people whose experiences and/or beliefs differ from yours. Address your initial feelings, and how those feelings were or were not changed by this experience
I. Introduction

A. Thesis- working with others whose beliefs or experiences are different is both exciting and intimidating.

B. I learned to be open-minded….

II. Body

A. Describe the situation

1. Detail 1

2. Detail 2 

B. My initial feelings were

1.

2.

C. I learned to:

1. Not  judge others….

2. ask questions….

3. reflect  and reevaluate my beliefs…

4.  learn new ways to …

5. see the value of others’….

III. Conclusion

This changed me (mention how this gave you a new outlook that will help you work and communicate with others in the future- university.)

Example for Essay B
Describe a circumstance, obstacle or conflict in your life, and the skills and resources you used to resolve it. Did it change you? If so, how? 

I. Introduction

A. Briefly describe the situation

B. Thesis- Using these skills and resources helped me resolve this issue in a positive way….

II. Body


A. Describe the situation
1. Event item 1

2. Event item 2….

B. List the resources you used to assist you in resolving the issue

1. Spoke to counselor, 
2. friend, 
3. family member,
4.  mentor

5. Researched on line….

C. Skills used to resolves issues

1. Learned to write things down instead of saying them
III. Conclusion

This changed me (mention how this gave you a new outlook that will help you be a better person, student 
in the future.)

Example for Essay C

Considering your lifetime goals, discuss how your current and future academic and extra-curricular activities might help you achieve your goals.

I. Introduction

A. Brief statement about your goals

B. How these goals came to be

C. Thesis- your view of how goals are achieved
II. Body
A. Academic- Taking classes has helped me focus….

1. Now

a. a. first class – how it is preparing you 
b. second class – how it is preparing you….

2. Future

a. Courses to take

b. Program to follow

c. Applying to this school as it …..

B. Extra Curricular

1.   Now


a.   sport


b.   job


c.  independent research….

2.   Future

a.   courses to take


b.   volunteer program 



III.     Conclusion- Achieving these goals is ….I’ve planned and will continue to ….
